
















Toys from Trash 


(Teach for Bangladesh 11.11.2017) 


Ada Gokay 


We have been at academy for one whole week. Sometimes it feels a lot 
longer. The view of the lake from the 4th floor with the rolling mist in the 
mornings never ceases to make my heart brim over with happiness. We 
are working hard but tomorrow it will all come to fruition in the classroom. 
I can’t wait to see the incredible work and meaningful relationships our 
fellows will be responsible for. 

But before we talk more about the day to day teaching let us take some 
time to reflect on the amazing talk we had today from Arvind Gupta: a 
self trained toy maker from Pune, India. I met him during the Frugal 
Innovation Forum held here at BRAC university and had heard he had 
an interest in speaking to our fellows. Within one minute of exchanging 
pleasantries he had already shared a google drive with me with 83 pdfs 
of educational texts in it. This gives you some kind of an idea of the kind 
of man Arvind is. During his presentation in which he trialled the many 
toys he had brought I did not know whether to watch his every move or 
document every word he said as it was music to my ears. He opened his 
session with the firecracker: “Schools are boring from the word go!” and 
went on to explain to us that most of these toys had been designed by 
students themselves. Students are ingenious, creative learners who 
crave hands-on activities and not learning from textbooks Arvind 
reminded us (reminiscent of our discussion on NCTB textbooks during 
the What Are Standards? sessions). “Students are not just consumers of 
knowledge, they can create new knowledge”, he told us. 

All the toys he showed us could be made from paper, straws, 
matchsticks, batteries, simple magnets and other household items that 
are easy/cheap to procure. “This is not a rich man’s game” shouted 
Arvind as he splashed those in the front row with his water spinner. He 
has created several toys for blind children such as cut-out shapes in a 
flip-flop and an amazing writing tool using wool and a velcro canvas. The 
passion and enthusiasm in his voice was infectious and he reminded us 
that good teachers never “flaunt their tails” (we have lost our monkey tail 
through evolution, but now we have tails of B.A., M.A., Phd) and do not 




patronise nor talk down to students. He stressed the importance of 
science, and for making learning contextual, and he told us about the 
female student he had who excelled in science and ended up getting a 
star named after her (“that is the potential of every girl in our country”). 

We barely had time for questions but one fellow said “I wish you could 
have been my teacher” and I felt the same. The inspiration and wisdom I 
gained in that 30 minutes was more than I learnt in my entire 5 years of 
biology class during secondary school in which all I remember doing was 
copying diagrams from textbooks. Going back to the idea of riding a 
bike: you learn by doing and not by reading a manual. Give students a 
straw with holes cut out of it and let them discover that sound is created 
by vibrations and how to change the pitch of the sound by cutting the 
straw shorter and shorter. 

The beauty of what Arvind does is that he believes enriching the mind 
and providing a quality education should all be free. He is generous with 
his toys and with his knowledge: his website is full of books, films and 
guides for making all his toys, and all for free. I only wish I had 
discovered these tools while in the classroom but I will encourage all 
teachers I know to make paper fish that fly with their students at least 
once. 




